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Letter from the Board...

Letter from the 1

Board Dear FCGAZ Fanmilies, "
Spotlight 2.3 We hope all families had a safe and relaxing summer L”\
Families The Board has been busy planning upcoming events for the F. k
and Winter. We are currently working on increasing the educe ?‘
Featured Recipe 4 tional opportunities for our families, in addition to researching
fundraising possibilities for our organization. We are hoping tc AM‘ ‘cs j
Member Help 4 partner with FLO6s Food Foun t hese
for Groups We are also excited to announce the completion of ol W‘th m
2008 Directory, which is now also available on line via our wet =

Jia Ting Family 4 site. If you have not had the chance to visit the new website a h‘]b“e" ’jj,

Group the great features it offers, please take the time to do so. Itis

wonderful way to keep connected, informed, and find out curre
Yahoo Group 5 happenings with FGBZ. Om 1,‘ -2_
Education Com We would also like to announce that Christine Friend 1”A R

and Megan Mayer were elected as-Cbairwomen of the Board

Play Groups 6 of Directors in June. These two women bring a lot of energy and excitement to-ARZ@nd have made the

Mommy and Me commitment to enhance every aspect of F@Z.

Panda Pals 7 We also would like to welcome several new members to the Board of Directors; Stacy Lovell, who will take
over the Waiting Families group, Rebecca Sime, our new Committee Chair for education and Genevieve

Flos Food Eoun- 7 Henry, our new secretary. We look forward to hearing new ideas and having some fresh perspectives on the

dation Board and know that each of these members brings a wide variety of experience, opinions, and back ground!

Volunteerism 8 SAVE THE DATE!!

Waiting Fami- 8 Chinese New Year, 2009

lies

2009 welcomes the Year of the Ox. Oxen are born leaders and inspire
Trivia 9 confidence. They know that the road to success comes from hard work.
They are capable of trusting others with an open mind, but prefer to make

I\Fniii;/:m decisions based on their own research. The Board has done a lot of re-
search and hard work of our own these past two months. We are proud to inform our members
that this year our Chinese New Year event will be held at Kiwanis Park in Tempe. We are very
I EaEE L excited about this venue and feel confident that this will be our best Chinese New Year to date.
m:g:;er infor We feel the change of location has many benefits to offer our members and the event itself, includ-

ing plenty of free parking!

Date: Saturday, February 21st, 2009
Location: Kiwanis Park, Tempe, AZ
Time: 10amto 2 pm

What: A family fun filled day including lunch and lots of great activities, games, and
merchandise! More details to come!



0 SPOTLIGHT FAMILIES
THE KOLMAN FAMILY

1. Family information (names of parents, siblings/ages, adopted child, province,
birth -date, adoption date, date of return from China)

Sarah and Roger Kolman, Adopted Charlotte Louise Su (Jiang Su Su) on 8/27/07 in the Pingji-
ang SWI of Hunan. We returned to the US on 9/5/07.

2. Explain why you/your family made the decision to adopt from China.

What is funny, we chose China at the time because it was a program that was moving fairly fast and was a stable
program. We waited 21 months from LID to referral.

3. What was your favorite part about your trip to China (other than the adoption of your child

of course!).
I think we liked the history; the Great Wall, Tineman Square, the parks, and food in Hunan was amazing.

4. What is one tip or bit of advice you can offer waiting/future families planning to adopt from
China? (either about the trip/travel or about the overall experience)

I would not pack separate food for yourselves, there are plenty of 7/11 stores and Walmart to get snacks. | did take
the US formula and glad | did. | also brought my own diapers and was glad as well. You can not take enough zip
lock bags, they worked for everything. Also, get out the hotel room and wander around it is pretty safe and the peo-
ple are very friendly.

5. How has your child adapted to life in Arizona since you have returned home?

Charlotte had attachment issues while we were in China with me. Thank heavens for the FCC web site as | got som
great advise from the BTDT crowd. | was heart broken, and now we inseparable. She is doing great on her growth
and development, ahead on verbal and is such a joy and love. She loves music (Chinese music puts her in a trance)
she loves to dance and read. She is not fond of the hot Arizona heat however and is getting used to the pool.

6. What are your future plans as a family.

I would love to adopt another child, however with the wait times ex-
tending out so far we will have to decline. | think we are a great family

as we are. We are so excited to have a future of fun, joy and amazement
at every corner. The greatest joy is waking up to see our girl each and
every day.
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